BACKGROUN D OF THR INVENTION 



Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to shoes and, more particularly, to women's shoes in the form of an 
open-toe sandal having a sole, a heel and a strap which extends across the top of the foot, and 
wherein a plurality of interchangeable strap covers of various color, material, shape and 
decorative patterns can be selectively interchanged and attached to the strap in order to alter the 
appearance of the shoe. 

Discussion of the Related Art 

For many women, choosing the right shoes to go with a particular outfit can be a 
challenging task. Typically, the shoe color and pattern are chosen to match a woman's outfit and 
other accessories, such as a purse and belt. Certain occasions may demand a more formal style 
and appearance, such as a higher heel in solid black or red. Other times, a casual style may be 
more appropriate, in which case a woman may choose to wear a flat shoe or lower heel in a color 
or pattern which matches the casual outfit. Considering the many possibilities faced in making 
an appropriate shoe selection, it is not surprising that most women accumulate an extensive 

collection of shoes in their wardrobe. 

When traveling, particularly on vacation, it may be tempting to pack as many as ten or 
more pairs of shoes, ranging from formal to casual, and in different heel heights, colors, patterns 
and styles so that each outfit in the traveling wardrobe is sure to have a pair of matching shoes. 
Unfortunately, carrying a large selection of shoes when traveling is not always practical, 
particularly in view of the recently increased luggage restrictions imposed on airline passengers. 
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is adapted for release attachment to the hook component on the base strap. In the preferred 
embodiment, the base strap is formed to have a bow be configuration which is wider a. fine side 
edges and narrow in fine center. Tire strap covers may be congrnently configured in the same 
bow tie shape or another shape which covers the entire exposed surface of the base strap. 

The shoes are naturally provided in different sizes to accommodate the wearer. 
Additionally, the shoes may be manufactured to have different heel shapes and heights to further 
enhanee the versatility of style and appearance of the shoes. In this manner, when a woman 
navels, she can pa* jus, two or three pairs of shoes, in different heel heights and/or styles and 
achieve a multitude of appearances and fashion styles to match all of her outfits, ranging from 
formal to more casual. 

nh jects and Advantages of the Invention 

With the foregoing in mind, it is a primary object of the present invention to provide a 
women's shoe which is highly versatile and adapted to provide an extensive variety of style and 
appearances, thereby allowing fire same shoe to be worn with many different outfits. 

B is still a further object of fire present invention to provide a women's shoe which allows 
for easy changing of color, style, design and overall appearance, thereby enabling fire same shoe 
to be matched with an extensive variety of clothing and accessories. 

I, is still a further object of the present invention to provide a women's shoe, in an open- 
toe style and having a sole, a heel and a base strap secured to opposite sides of fine shoe and 
extending across of fire top of fire wearer's foot, and further when the women's shoe includes a 
ptarality of interchangeable strap covers of various color, texture, shape, materia, and pattern. 
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It is yet a further object of the present invention to provide a highly versatile women's 
shoe which includes interchangeable strap covers of varying color, texture, shape, material and 
pattern, thereby enabling the wearer to conveniently and effectively change the style and 
appearance of the same shoe. 

It is still a further object of the present invention to provide a women's shoe which can be 
easily and conveniently changed in style and appearance to match many different outfits in a 
wardrobe, thereby substantially reducing the number of shoes required to be packed in one's 
luggage when traveling. 

These and other objects and advantages of the present invention are more readily 
apparent with reference to the following detailed description taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

For a fuller understanding of the nature of the present invention, reference should be 
made to the following detailed description, taken in connection with the accompanying drawings 
in which: 

Figure 1 is a top, exploded perspective view of the shoe of the present invention 
illustrating separation of a strap cover to a base strap of the shoe; 

Figure 2 is a top perspective view of the shoe of Figure 1 showing the strap cover 
attached is covering relation to the base strap; 

Figure 3 is a side elevational view of a shoe, in accordance with the present invention, 
showing a higher heel height and a strap cover removed from an underlying base strap; 
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Figure 4 is a side elevational view of yet another embodiment of the shoe of the present 
invention, with a lower heel height, and showing the strap cover removed from the base strap of 
the shoe; 

Figure 5 is a side elevational view illustrating yet a further embodiment of the shoe of the 
present invention, with yet another heel design, and showing the strap cover removed from the 

base strap of the shoe; 

Figure 6 is a top plan view of a strap cover of the present invention; and 

Figure 7 is a top plan view of a further embodiment of a strap cover having a generally 

bow tie shape to match the configuration of the underlying base strap on the shoe. 

Like reference numerals refer to like part throughout the several views of the drawings. 

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments 

Referring to the several drawings, an initially Figures 1 and 2, the versatile women's shoe 
of the present invention is shown and is generally indicated as 10. In the various embodiments 
shown, the women's shoe is preferably in the form of an open-toe style or slip-on sandal which 
includes a sole 12, a heel 14 and a base strap 16 defining an upper. The upper or base strap 16 is 
attached on the opposite sides of the shoe sole and is structured to extend across the top of the 
wearer's foot when the shoe is worn. The shoe, as described thus far, may be any of a variety of 
well known styles with varying heel heights and shapes, several examples of which are shown in 
Figures 3-5. 

The purpose of the present invention is to provide a highly versatile women's shoe which 
is particularly adapted to allow the color, fabric, style, pattern and overall appearance of the shoe 
to be selectively changed so that the same shoe can be matched to many different outfits in a 
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women's wardrobe. To achieve .his purpose, a pluraiiry of strap covers 20 are provided for 
leasable attache. ,o fte base sttap 16 on ft. shoe 10. The sttap covers 20 are specifically 
siz efi and configured * cover fte enfire top surface of the base strap so that, when attached 
te e.o, fire strap cover appears to be an integral par, of the shoe, ft .he spin, and scope of fte 
invention i. is con.emp.a.ed fte snap covers 20 may be made of any sni.able ma.erial ine.uding, 
« no. limifcd ft, leather and ofter natural skins, viny, and other syttftetic materials, and woven 
.exfi.es such as cotton, po,yes.er, silk, and canvas. 1. is fiufter conned fta. fte sttap covers 
20 tnay be formed of a rigid or semi-rigid mo.ded materia, such as fiom plastic compositions or 
latex compositions. 

to accordance with fte presen. invention, a plurality of fte strap covers 20 are provided in 
various colors, malerials, .exmrea, and shapes. Furfter, fte stiap covers 20 may inc.ude 
decorative elemen,s 30, such aa beads, rhines.onea, embroidery, stitching, printing, dying, or 
ofter like means to crea.e an ornamen.a, deaign or appearance of fte expoaed top aide 22 of fte 
strap cover 20. A furfter example of a decorative element 30 is shown in Figures 3-5 in fte form 

of a 3-dimensional bow. 

Each of fte plurality of atiap covera 20 includes a .op side 22, an underside 24, opposite 
side edges 25, 26, a forward edge 27 and a rear edge 28. Wben attached .o fte base snap, aa 
shown in Fignre 2, fte .op aide of fte atiap cover, and any decorative elements 30 .hereon, are 
visibly expoaed and provide fte dominan. feafitre of appearance (i.e., co.or, material, .exhtre, and 
pattern) of fte shoe, particularly when fte ahoe ia worn on fte wearer's foot. 

As described above, each of fte sttap covera 20 is sttucttued and disposed for releaaable 
attachmen. ,o fte base sttap 16 on fte shoe .o fully cover fte exposed surface of fte baae sttap. 
M a preferred embodiment hook and loop faslenem are employed for fte purpose of removable 
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attachment of the strap covers 20 to the base strap 16. However, it is fully contemplated within 
the spirit and scope of the present invention to provide other means of removable attachment 
such as, but not limited to, snaps, zippers, friction, releasable adhesives, clips and/or slotted 
structures. As seen in Figures 1 and 3-5, a preferred embodiment of the present invention uses a 
hook component fastener 40 on the entire top exposed surface of the base strap 16. In this 
particular embodiment, it may be preferable to configure the base strap 16 to have a bow tie 
shape, wherein the center portion of the strap is narrower than the opposite sides which attach to 
the sides of the shoe sole. The use of a bow tie configuration on the base strap helps to conceal 
the base strap from view when the cover strap is attached thereto and further reduces the contact 
surface area between the hook and loop fasteners, thereby making it easier to remove and attach 
the cover straps 20 to the base strap. Naturally, the loop component 42 of the hook and loop 
fastening system is applied to the underside 24 of the cover straps 20. The loop component 42 
may be comprised of any suitable material which readily attaches to the hook component in a 
hook and loop fastening system. It is preferred that the loop component material on the 
underside of the strap covers 20 be of a soft material which does not cause irritation or 
discomfort when in contact with the skin of the wearer. 

Referring again to Figures 3-5, the shoe 10 may be provided with various heel shapes and 
sizes ranging from a very high heel (see Figure 3) to a low heel (see Figure 4). In this manner, 
when combined with the plurality of decorative strap covers, the three different shoes shown in 
Figures 3-5 provide an extensive selection of shoe styles and appearances to coordinate with 
virtually every outfit in a woman's wardrobe, ranging from formal to very casual. 

While the instant invention has been shown and described in accordance with various 
preferred and practical embodiments thereof, it is recognized that departures from the instant 



8 



disclosure are contemplated within the spirit and scope of the present invention which is limited 
only to the definition of the invention as set forth in the following claims and as interpreted 
under the doctrine of equivalents. 
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